Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/06 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000404180021-3

FRTICLE APPEARZD
ON PAGE

PRESIDENT (PPOSES
DOMESTIG CIA RGLE

WASHINGTON’ ~March: 17— = i
Meese 3d, counselor to President Reagan

gence regulations that would permit the:
! Central Intelligence Agency tor conduct
| domesticspying. .. - -
| *I don't contemplate any chapge i
i The White House is absolutelyopposed to~
‘the C.I.A. getting imo domaﬁc spymg
‘hetoldreporters.. . .- -3 7
' Mr. Meese chamctenzed as.“a’ tem-
pest ina teapot” recent reports that some.
intelligence officiais had drafted a new.
Presidential order that would lift re-:
straints- imposed by President  Carter-
against the agency’s use of informers and-
surveillance and search techmiques|:
against Americans in this country. The.
. “ternpest’ was touched off, Mr. Meese:
; said he suspected, by ‘‘leaks from people
;opposed to any changm" in mtelhgence
regulations. ¢ :

He oonﬂmed that w:thmtwoor three
weeks the Administration hoped to come
up with a revised Presidential order on
intelligence activities that would ‘“im-

"

said today that the White House was ‘*ab- | -
solutely opposed”’ to any change in intelli-.| -

NEW YORX TIMES
18 MARCE 1931

prove our ability to gain intelligenc
especially in combatting terrorism.

Mr. Meese declined to go into det
explaining that various proposals w
now circulating within the Administ
tion. But ke said that there would be *

change in roles’” that now cast the C.I..—:
- as the nation’s primary agency for for-
eign intelligence and leave domestic in-
‘telligence responsibility mainly to the
Federal Buresau of Investigation.

His comments were reinforced by Con-v
gressional testimony from Attorney Gen-

%l eral Willlam French Smith, who said he

shared the concern of several sénators

‘| . about potential changes and who indi-
cated that he would not willingly relin--

quish his powers to monitor the Iegahty of
. intelligence operations. -
Mr. Meese explained that proposals for
- changing Executive Order 12036, issued
- by President Carter on Jan. 24, 1978, to
‘setout a basic framework for intelligence
;activitia. had arisen in the Administra-
~tion’s . “‘routine” review of America.n
¥*‘counterterrorism capabilities.” The
|issue was discussed at one National Se-
 curity Council meeting and other Admin-
xstratxon meetings, he said.

After the first sessions in late J: anuary,
-other officials said, some intelligence of-
_ficials drafted a substitute executive
rorder that would empower the C.I.A. and
“other intelligence agencies to use
{searches, physical surveillance and infil-
tration of domestic organizations to
~gather information on Americans in this
.country and abroad.. The draft order
>would downgrade the role of the Attorney
.General in scrutinizing activities from

*the standpoint of legal protections of civil
~liberties and privacy rights.
% Since The New York Times disclosed
sthe basic terms of the draft order, high
. Administration oitficials have moved to
salleviate concerns of civil libertarians.
»Adm.“Badbby R.. Inman, Deputy Director
+of Central Intelligence, said he was doing

play a very signircant ruie us uins wuwne
area. I would certainly anticipate the At-
torney General would continue to piay a

substantial role in the process.”’ L

Welcker Expresses Concern ' =~

" Senator Lowell P, Weicker Jr., the Con-
necticut Republicanit who heads the Sen-
ate Appropriations Subcommittee on the
Departments of Commerce, Justice and
State, said today that he was very con-
cerned about proposals in the draft order.

“I bave similar concerns,’”” Mr. Smith

responded. He predicted that the final
version would be different from the draft.”

On another topic, Mr. Meese told re-
porters that within about a week the
White House would be ready to announce
selection of 15 inspectors general to lead

the fight against fraud and waste in the’

major Government agencies. Several of
the inspectors, he said, would be hold-
overs from the Carter Administration, all
of whom were technically dismissed by
the Reagan Administration in its fust
week.

Mr. Meese also denied that the Admm—
istration was switching its aggressive

public relations campaign on United

States’ aid to El Salvador and was now
trying to play it down, although he did
suggest that developments had calmed
and that the El Salvador sm:anon was.

‘now “less of a story.”’

Top White House officials are known to
have been concerned in the belief that’
Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig Jr.,
was carrying the publicity on the El Sal-
vador situation too far, running the risk
that it would detract trom public focus on
the President's economic program.

Last Thursday, a high State Depart-:
rment official told reporters in a back-
ground bnefmg that ““our impression is
that this story is running about five times
as big as it really is.” Referring to the 54
American advisers sent to that country,
he-remarked: *Judging by the press
coverage of this, I would have thought we
had deployed a whole division.’” o

Although normally such brieﬂngs are
arranged with concurrence of the Secre-
tary of State or his spokesman, Mr. Haig
partly rebutted the remarks of the oﬂi-
cial, whom he identified as John A. Bush-:
nell, Acting Assistant Secretary of State
for Latin American Affairs. “‘I wouldn’t
suggest that it’s not that big a deaJ " Mr:,
Haig said. N

Yesterday, the White House prss sec-
retary, James S. Brady, further disa-
vowed Mr. Bushnell’s comments. *I
think he was speaking for himself,” Mr
Bradysaxd.. RNCOENP. T AT 101 ¥ SUUNSar Ses Ty
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